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Inthis July 27,1962, file photo, the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. is arrested by Albany’s Chief of Police Laurie Pritchett after praying at City
Hallin Albany. King participated in a month-long campaign of local anti-segregation led by the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. ap
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New film explores
how FBI tracked
Martin Luther King Jr.
for years.

By RodneyHo
rodney.ho@ajc.com

The Rev. Martin Luther King
Jr., for a period of 13 years, was
one of the most scrutinized and
filmed figures in American his-
tory, from the Montgomery bus
boycott in 1955 to his assassina-
tion in Memphis in 1968.

But it wasn’t just the press
watching him. The Federal Bureau
of Investigation, which J. Edgar
Hoover led, took a keen interest
in King as he became the de facto
leader of the civil rights move-
ment. As King became ever bigger,
Hoover’s obsession grew as well.

As documented in a new film,
“MLK/FBL” out Jan. 15 in theaters
and on video on demand, Hoover
expended untold amounts of
money and manpower tapping
King’s phones, using long-term
spies to track his whereabouts
and creating a monstrous dossier
of King’s philandering exploits
and strategy sessions.

The film, based in part on a
book written by David Garrow,
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Inthis March 22,1956, file photo, the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.is
welcomed with a kiss by his wife, Coretta, after leaving courtin
Montgomery, Alabama. Court records from the arrests of Rosa
Parks, Martin Luther King Jr. and others at the dawn of the modern
civilrights era are being preserved after being discoveredin an
Alabama courthouse. Gene Herrick, AP FILE PHOTO

uses newly declassified FBI files
to illustrate the depths of the gov-
ernment’s surveillance and harass-
ment of King in the 1960s. The
documentarians even revealed
a letter the FBI wrote King tell-
ing him to kill himself, accompa-

nied by incriminating evidence of
his interactions with mistresses.

“The FBI surveilled everybody
at the time,” said Ben Hedin, pro-
ducer of “MLK/FBI” who previ-
ously released a Grammy-nomi-
nated documentary in 2016 called

He was being watched

HOWTO WATCH
“MLK/FBI,’available at
Landmark’s Midtown
Art Cinemaand video on
demand.

“Two Trains Runnin’” about the
hunt for two blues singers in Mis-
sissippi during the height of the
civil rights movement. “But what
they did to King was more than
that. It was active blackmail and
character assassination they didn’t
do with Malcolm X and other civil
rights leaders.”

When people at the Toronto
Film Festival saw the film in the
fall, Hedin said many didn’t real-
ize how reviled King was in the
1960s, that he was not the man
people universally laud today on
both sides of the political aisle.
Hoover, the film noted, was more
popular than King at the time,
his unease matching those of
many white Americans at the
time about King and the changes
he wrought.

King, despite his non-violent
stance, became a symbol of white
people’s insecurities at the time.
“We also wanted to tell the larger

MLK continued on D4
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Bistro
dynamic
addition
to scene

The Chastain offers
baked goods by day,
fine dining by night.

By LigayaFigueras
Ligaya.Figueras@ajc.com

“Everything is intercon-
nected,” said Christopher
Grossman, executive chef and
operating partner at the Chas-
tain, a new daytime cafe and
evening bistro that overlooks
its namesake Chastain Park in
Buckhead.

Grossman was referring to
the spaces that seamlessly
make up the renovated prop-
erty (former home to Horse-
radish Grill), lending it what
Grossman called a “park-like,
community feel.” There’s the
main building, with both bar
and dining room surrounded
by woods and streaming with
natural light. An expansive
patio features a tented, heated
dining section, plus a fire pit
and a cluster of socially dis-
tanced tables and chairs oppo-
site a long wooden bench.
And, there’s the vegetable gar-
den, tops on Grossman’s list
for what he called his “dream
restaurant.”

But, the interconnected-
ness at the Chastain is more
than the space. It’s Gross-
man’s vision of a new Amer-
ican menu that invites mix-
ing, matching and sharing — or
sometimes fighting over — ele-
vated comfort food in the form
of rabbit gnocchi; or succulent
roasted chicken with a warm
chanterelle salad and a bonus
chicken pot pie, capped with a
hot biscuit; or a plate of crispy
okra tempura with a boiled
peanut remoulade. (The lat-
ter dish recently was removed
from the menu; fingers crossed
it comes back.)

It’s also a menu that shows
evidence of Grossman’s time
at premier dining establish-
ments — six years under vet-
eran Gerry Klaskala at Aria,
time at Thomas Keller’s French
Laundry and a five-year run as
executive chef at Atlas at the
St. Regis Hotel.

Altanta continued on D2

Rabbit Gnocchifrom The
Chastain LIGAYA FIGUERAS / LIGAYA.
FIGUERAS@AJC.COM

AT&T makes changes
to TV streaming plans

Clark Howard
OnlyinThe AJC

Editor’s note: This article was
written by Michael Timmermann
and originally appeared on Clark.
com.

AT&T TV Now’s live TV stream-
ing plans are no longer available
to new subscribers.

According to its website, AT&T
TV Now has merged with the com-
pany’s separate service called
AT&T TV. Existing AT&T TV Now
customers can continue to access
the service.

AT&T TV Now launched in 2016
as DirecTV Now. It underwent a
series of changes and price hikes
over the years.

With AT&T TV Now being shut
down to new subscribers, AT&T
is now advertising AT&T TV plans
with no contract, equipment or
hidden fees.

That’s a change from when
AT&T TV first launched.

The cheapest plan offers 65-plus
channels for $69.99 per month.
That’s higher than the starting
price for YouTube TV, Hulu Live
and fuboTV.

AT&T TV’s more expensive
plans include additional chan-
nels, regional sports networks
and a year of HBO Max. You can
take a closer look at the packages
and the channel lineups on AT&T
TV’s website.

Learn more about the best live
TV streaming services at Clark.
com.

AJCEXCLUSIVE

Roots of Capitol attack |

Gracie Bonds Staples
OnlyinThe AJC

It’s taken me a while to pro-
cess the attempted coup that
occurred last week at our
nation’s Capitol.

Not because I didn’t see it
coming but because so many
others apparently didn’t. They
said they were surprised, that
they didn’t think the president
intended to incite a riot.

Surprised? For four years,
President Donald Trump and
many of his supporters have
been showing us who they are.

“The violence in the Capi-
tol only surprised those of us
with the naivete of white priv-

ong in the making
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battle flag inside the Capitol building in Washington, as a mob of
his supporters protest the presidential electionresults, on Jan. 6.
Historians said it was unnerving to see aman carry the flag inside
the Capitol, something not even Confederate soldiers were able to
do during the Civil War. ERIN SCHAFF/THE NEW YORK TIMES

ilege, no matter how much we
eschew it,” said Susan Pep-
pers-Bates, associate professor
of philosophy at Stetson Uni-

versity. “After all, America was
founded on white supremacy,

Staples continued on D4
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Thursday television

“Locked Down”3:01a.m.HBO Max—A
sparring couple (Anne Hathaway & Chiwetel
Ejiofor) is stuck together at home in what is
being termed as a“rom-com heist” movie.
“Celebrity Wheel of Fortune”8 p.m.ABC
— Drew Carey, Teri Hatcher, and Chrissy Metz

play.

“Law & Order: SVU”9 p.m.NBC — The SVU

user decidest

investigates whether a role-play session on
acamming website turns violent when one

o meet hisidolin person.

“Last Man Standing” 9:30 p.m.Fox — Mike
reluctantly finds himself acting as Ryan’s
mentor when he is offered a big corporate job.

—RODNEY HO
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These houseplants
can tolerate low light

Walter Reeves

Q: What are some house-
plants that can live in low
light? My apartment has
few windows. Isabella Can-
tor, Decatur

A:T'llgive you six, with the
Latin name included, to be
sure you get the exact plants
you want. My list would
include ZZ Plant (Zamioc-
ulcas zamiifolia), Snake Plant/
Mother-in-Law’s Tongue
(Sansevieria trifasciata), Par-
lor Palm (Chamaedorea ele-
gans), Cast Iron Plant (Aspi-
distra elatior), Golden Pothos
Vine/Devil’s Ivy (Epiprem-
num pinnatum) and Heart-
Leaved Philodendron (Philo-
dendron scandens). Here are
some tips for success: Water
only when the soil surface
feels dry and do not fertilize
until spring. Turn the plant
180 degrees every month to
give light to all the leaves. If
possible, put the plants out-
doorsin the shade from May
through September. This will
help them recharge for the
winter months spent indoors.

Q: Someone (who shall
remain nameless, though
we share a bed) trimmed
our cryptomeria tree 3
feet up the trunk. will
branches fill back in where
this was trimmed? Cindy
D., email

A: I'm sad to say, for you
and your unnamed friend,
the branches will not grow
back. It is simply too shady
along the trunk for new

Pothos vine tolerates low light and isa common
inhabitant of office desks. WALTER REEVES FOR THE ATLANTA
JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION

buds to sprout. Consider
hiding the base of the tree
with small evergreens like
Indian hawthorne, autumn
fern, or loropetalum.

Q: I have been experiment-
ing with cutting small
pieces of store-bought
mushrooms and throw-
ing the mix on trees and
on the ground to grow
more. I noticed mush-
rooms growing from the
trunk of an old Rose-of-
Sharon. Are they the same
as the ones I distributed?
Ana Yim, email

A: I am not confident in
my mushroom identifica-
tion skills, but you can join
the Mushroom Hunters of
North Georgia Facebook
group and get all sorts of
help. The Georgia Mush-
room Club, gamushroom-
club.org, has regular online
meetings. I find both groups
to be friendly and enthusias-
tic. I have some great links
to other mushroom identi-
fication resources at bit.ly/
GAmushroomid.

Q: I need a fast-growing

vine to plant beside my
deck to screen us from
the house next door. It
gets a few hours of direct
sun during the day. David
Cohen, Sandy Springs

A: I can think of three to
consider: evergreen clema-
tis (Clematis armandii), Car-
olina jessamine (Gelsemium
sempervirens) and Confeder-
ate jasmine (Trachelosper-
mum jasminoides).

If you loosen the soil in a
wide area around the plant-
ing hole, all three will grow
like a house afire in a cou-
ple of years.

As an added bonus, they
all have attractive fragrant
flowers in spring.

Listen to Walter Reeves’
segmentsat 6:35a.m.on
“Greenand Growing with
Ashley Frasca” Saturday
mornings on 95.5 WSB.

Visit his website, www.
walterreeves.com, follow him
on Twitter @walterreeves,
on Pinterest, orjoin his
Facebook Page at bit.ly/
georgiagardener. His email
address is georgiagardener@
yahoo.com.
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OWN wrapping ‘Haves’ drama after 8 seasons

By RodneyHo
rodney.ho@ajc.com

An eight-year relationship
with Oprah Winfrey’s OWN
network is coming to an end
for Tyler Perry with the eighth
and final season of the pop-
ular drama “The Haves and
the Have Nots.”

The soap, which focused
on the battles between two
wealthy Savannah families,
will end in May and conclude
with 196 episodes over eight
years since its debut in 2013
as OWN’s first new scripted
series.

It became Perry’s big-
gest series on OWN, which
included other shows over the
years such as “If Loving You

Is Wrong,” “Love Thy Neigh-
bor” and “The Paynes.” Per-
ry’sshows helped bolster Win-
frey’s network, which later
embarked on other scripted
shows such as “Queen Sugar”
and “Greenleaf.”

“The Haves and the Have
Nots” regularly drew nearly
3 million viewers per episode
and was consistently among
one of the top-rated scripted
cable series for African-Amer-
ican women.

The final eight episodes,
according to a press release,
isbeing described as a “true-
to-life Greek tragedy as Jim
Cryer (John Schneider), and
his rich friends find out what
happens when personal flaws
gounchecked. Karma has not

been kind to the elite one per-
centers.”

Winfrey, in the same
release, thanks Perry, “the
incredible cast, the tireless
crew and every single viewer
who watched with bated
breath each week and tweeted
along with us these past eight
years. I will be watching along-
side you all during this final
season.”

In 2017, Perry signed a new
multi-year deal with Viacom,
which owns BET, MTV, Nick-
elodeon and other cable net-
works as well as the streaming
service BET+. He has since cre-
ated several series for those
networks including “Ruth-
less,” “Sistas,” “The Oval”
and “Young Dylan.”

Overlooking Chastain Park, the Chastain has an expansive patio with a tented, heated
dining section, a fire pit, and a cluster of socially distanced tables and chairs opposite a
long wooden bench. LIGAYA FIGUERAS/LIGAYA.FIGUERAS@AJC.COM
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The interconnected-
ness also includes the inte-
gral role that pastry chef
Christian Castillo and his
team play in the restaurant’s
operation, as they whip up
muffins, croissants and cin-
namon rolls for the daytime
counter-service cafe, plus
breads and creative desserts
(that’s no ordinary dark
chocolate mousse) for the
evening crowd. Since the
Chastain’s debut in Novem-
ber, Grossman has been
thrilled with the in-house
bread and pastry program.
“It’s surpassed all my expec-
tations,” he said. “The rea-
son is Christian.”

The Chastain has served
to reunite the two chefs,
who worked together at
Atlas before Grossman left
in the fall of 2019 to ded-
icate himself full-time to
bringing the Chastain to fru-
ition. The Chastain’s execu-
tive sous chef, Jessica Mul-
lice, is another familiar face.
Like Castillo, she also had a
stint at Atlas. Most recently,
Mullice worked at the Mod-
ern, inside the Museum of
Modern Art in New York,
but returned to Atlanta
when the pandemic forced
restaurants in the Big Apple
to close, and the job market
evaporated.

While the nature-
enclosed space, refined
comfort food and deep tal-
ent pool are important rea-
sons for the Chastain’s

THECHASTAIN

Menu: new American bistro

Alcohol: full-service bar for dine-in only

What | ordered: French onion soup, apple and Brussels
sprouts salad, rabbit gnocchi, cornmeal tempura okra,
crown roast chicken breast with mushroom salad and
chicken pot pie, pecan pie, dark chocolate mousse. Every
dish brought gratifying bites. The only disappointment is
that the okra is now off the menu.

Service options: cafe, walk-up, with online ordering
coming soon; dinner, dine-in (reservations strongly
encouraged), takeout (in-person orders preferred), no

delivery
Outdoordining: yes

Mask policy: required for all employees, and for

customers when not seated

Address, phone: 4320 Powers Ferry Road, Atlanta; 404-

257-6416

Hours: counter-service cafe, 7 a.m.-2 p.m. Mondays-
Saturdays; dinner, 5-10 p.m. Mondays-Saturdays
Website: thechastainatl.com

early success — as noted
by its popularity, espe-
cially among the weekend
crowd — the high demand
for on-premises dining
(at 50% reduced capac-
ity, due to COVID-19) has
slowed the rollout of the
restaurant’s takeout pro-
gram.

Online ordering for the
daytime cafe will launch
by late January, but the
rollout date for online din-
ner orders is still to be
determined. Meanwhile,
the restaurant primarily
handles carryout orders
placed in-person, and
juggles to accommodate
phone orders.

The Friday night I picked
up my order, it was evi-
dent that they were work-

ing out the kinks in the
takeout process. The food,
however, needed no cor-
recting. It was carefully
packaged — down to the
quenelle of vanilla bean
ice cream that was dou-
ble-wrapped in plastic over
ice, waiting to be set atop a
slice of dense pecan pie —
and the compositions were
so beautiful that I trans-
ferred the lot to fine china.

I haven’t eaten at a res-
taurant in 11 months. That
well-executed takeout
meal from the Chastain
offered comfort and con-
solation — and hope that,
one day soon, I can take a
seat inside, to fully expe-
rience this dynamic addi-
tion to Atlanta’s restaurant
scene.



